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 1. EXPLANATORY NOTE
The program of entrance examinations to the master's degree in 41.04.05 «International relations» the program «Contemporary Foreign Affairs» is based on the requirements of the Federal State Educational Standard of Higher professional Education and is focused on the final bachelor's level in the direction of training 41.03.05 International Relations. The program is implemented in English and assumes that the incoming students have knowledge of the history of international relations of modern times and world politics, knowledge of a foreign language (Russian, English). The training is carried out in English.
THE MAIN CONTENT OF THE PROGRAM
History of international relations of the XX-XXI
International relations during the First World War

The origin of the First World War. Its main reasons. The compositions of the warring coalitions. The entry of the United States into the war. Russia's exit from the war. The results of military operations. Political and diplomatic results of the war.

The formation and collapse of the Versailles-Washington system of international relations

Formation of the Versailles-Washington system of international relations. Peace treaties after the First World War. France and Great Britain as guarantors of the Versailles system.
Characteristic features of the foreign policy of Soviet Russia/USSR. Ideology and real politics: encouraging world revolution and a course for peaceful coexistence. The end of the civil war. Normalization of relations between the Country of the Soviets and neighboring States. Soviet Russia and the countries of the East. The Genoa Conference.
Attempts to transform the Versailles system. The Locarno Conference and its significance. The Treaty between the USSR and Germany on Non-aggression and Neutrality (1926).
The rise to power of the Nazis in Germany. The International Program of the Nazi Leadership: its ideological basis and main foreign policy aspirations. The strategy and tactics of Nazi policy, the build-up of aggressive steps by Germany: the remilitarization of the Rhineland, the Anschluss of Austria, and other actions. Formation of a coalition of aggressors. The struggle of the USSR for collective security, for repulsing Nazi aggression. The policy of "appeasement" of the Western powers, its goals and methods.
The pre-war international political crisis. The Munich Conference of 1938 and its significance. Liquidation of independent Czechoslovakia. Anglo-French guarantee policy. Negotiations of the USSR, England and France in the spring-summer of 1939.
International relations during the Second World War. Formation of the Yalta-Potsdam system of international relations

The German attack on Poland and the beginning of the Second World War. The "strange War" in the West. Germany's transition to active action and the defeat of France. V.M. Molotov's visit to Berlin and the aggravation of Soviet-German contradictions. Aggression of Nazi Germany and its allies against the USSR. The beginning of the formation of the anti-Hitler coalition. The problems of the coalition and the ways to solve them, the question of the second front. Strengthening the anti-Hitler coalition.

Formation of the Yalta-Potsdam system of international relations, its main characteristic features. The role of atomic weapons.

International relations during the Cold War

The emergence and development of the Cold War. The first crises of the Cold War. Formation of the "socialist community", causes, goals and methods. Mechanisms of multilateral cooperation of the countries of socialism. Crises within the "socialist commonwealth".

The German question after World War II. The main contradictions between the allies on the German problem. The first Berlin crisis. The split of Germany: the creation of the FRG and the GDR. The problem of the remilitarization of Germany, its entry into NATO. The visit of the German government delegation to the USSR (1955) and its results. The second Berlin crisis: the goals of the parties and methods of achieving them.
The process of decolonization after the Second World War.

Features of decolonization in the Middle East. The decision of the UN General Assembly on the partition of Palestine. The first Arab-Israeli war, its results. The Suez crisis of 1956, its lessons. The role of Great Britain, France, the USSR and the USA during the crisis.
The victory of the revolution in China, the creation of the PRC. The main trends in the development of relations between the USSR and the People's Republic of China from 1949 to the end of the 1950s. The Korean War (1950 - 1953); positions of the USSR, USA, China. The results of the war and its significance.
The reasons for the deterioration of relations between the USSR and China since the late 50s of the 20th century. The main differences between the leadership of the two countries; the border conflict of 1969 and its settlement. The transformation of the PRC into an independent center of power in the Asia-Pacific region. The development of relations between the United States and China in the late 60s - 70s of the 20th century. Soviet-Chinese relations.
Agreements of the 1960s on the limitation of the nuclear arms race. The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (1968) and the formation of the non-proliferation regime.
The US War in Vietnam: goals, methods, results. 
The impact of the Vietnam War on the evolution of the system of international relations. Activation of the USSR's foreign policy.

The process of Western European integration in 1951-1991
Changes in the policy of France and Germany are a turn to defuse tensions in Europe. Detente in Soviet-American relations; its causes, essence, results. The main agreements between the USSR and the USA during the detente period.

Preparation and implementation of the CSCE, the significance of the Helsinki Final Act. Development of the pan-European process.

U.S. policy and Soviet-American relations of the second half of the 1970s. The problem of "human rights" in international relations.

The end of the Cold War and the collapse of the socialist bloc and the USSR

The "new political thinking" of the USSR leadership 

Development of the pan-European process
 Negotiations on reducing the military threat in Europe and on building up confidence-building measures. Completion of the Stockholm Conference. The Madrid Mandate. Preparation and holding of the Paris Summit of the CSCE participants. The adoption of the Charter of Paris for a New Europe, the signing of the CFE Treaty and the declaration of the Warsaw Pact and NATO members.
The process of German unification: international aspects. 
The growing crisis in the GDR. Chancellor Kohl's "10 points" and the acceleration of German unification processes. The positions of two German states and 4 victorious powers.
Iraq's aggression against Kuwait. 
The positions of the USSR and the USA, the role of the UN. Gorbachev-Bush Summit in Helsinki. Adoption of resolution 678 by the UN Security Council.
Normalization of interstate relations between the USSR and China. Improving relations between the USSR and Japan. Changing approaches of the USSR leadership to regional conflicts. The end of the Cold War, the role of Soviet politics in this process. Attempts to move to cooperative bipolarity.
The collapse of the USSR and the end of the Yalta-Potsdam system of international relations. 
The formation of a new system of international relations after the collapse of the bipolar world: the main factors and trends (1991 - 2001). Transition to a non-confrontational world order.

New threats and challenges to national security at the end of the 20th century. 
Russia's policy towards the CIS. The role of the Russian Federation in the formation and development of the CIS. Statutory bodies of the CIS. The main areas of cooperation of the CIS countries (until 2001): achievements and failures.

Relations between Russia and the United States in the 90s of the 20th century: economic, political, military and ideological aspects. The main goals of the foreign policy of Russia and the United States after the collapse of the bipolar system of international relations. The entry into force of the START-1 treaty, the signing of the START-2 treaty and its fate. Relations between Russia and the USA (1992 - 2001). Main stages, problems and results. Signing of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty. Russia and the formation of a new European architecture. The transformation of the CSCE into the OSCE.

The problems of NATO transformation in the post-bipolar world. 
The main provisions of NATO strategic concepts up to 2001. Issues of relations between Russia and NATO in 1992 - 2001 The Founding Act on Mutual Relations, Cooperation and Security between Russia and NATO.
Signing of the Maastricht Treaty on the European Union.
Formation of the European Union.

International aspects of the collapse of the Yugoslav Federation. 
Peace Conference on Bosnia and Herzegovina in Dayton (USA), framework agreement on peace in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The signing of the peace agreement by the Presidents of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Serbia and Croatia. The creation of a NATO-led multilateral force to implement the peace agreement in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The beginning of NATO airstrikes on the FRY without the sanction of the UN Security Council (1999). Russia and the Yugoslav crisis (1991 - 2001)..

Features of international relations at the beginning of the XXI century

The transition from the Cold War and the bipolar world to a new alignment of forces on the world stage. Concepts of the post-Cold War world order. Concepts of global and regional security in a globalizing world.

The American military operation in Afghanistan. The American invasion of Iraq in 2003. Russian-American agreements in the framework of the arms control process. Development of European integration. New trends in the political and economic rapprochement of European states within the EU. EU enlargement and the inconsistency of the new situation in Europe.

The goals of American foreign policy in the 21st century: global and regional dimensions
The administration of George W. Bush and the doctrine of "regime change".

The concept of "reset" in Russian-American relations under the Obama administration: content and implementation. Areas of cooperation between the United States and the Russian Federation, the results of interaction. Military-

political aspects of Russian-American relations. START-2 and SNP agreements. The START-3 Treaty and its significance. The main sources of disagreement in

relations between Russia and the United States. The American program to create a global missile defense and Russia's position.

Problems of European security
The role of NATO in the international system.
NATO's adaptation to new conditions: the transition from collective defense to collective security; the new role of NATO in the settlement of regional conflicts; going beyond the boundaries of the zone of responsibility. New strategic documents (Strategy 2010 and its main provisions). The evolution of the position of the leading European states on the implementation of the concept of "regime change".

The problem of NATO expansion. Russia and NATO: the format of interaction, the main problems of relations. Activities of the Russia-NATO Council. Forms of cooperation between Russia and NATO. Cooperation between Russia and NATO in Afghanistan. Russia's initiatives to conclude a new collective security treaty.

European integration. Russia and the European Union

The European Union as a center of power. The political role of the EU at the present stage and its components. Enlargement of the European Union. The problem of the "European Constitution" and the Nice Treaty. Consequences of the economic crisis of 2008-2009 for the EU and measures to preserve the integration system. The EU's Eastern Initiative and its implementation.

International relations in the Middle East

The problem of creating an independent Palestinian State. The Palestinian-Israeli negotiations of the 2000s. The world community and the Middle East problem. The problem of international recognition of Palestine.

The "revolutionary wave" in the Middle East at the turn of the 2010s. The phenomenon of the "Arab Spring". The resumption of the armed conflict in Iraq. The military-political crisis in Syria: internal and international aspects.

International relations in Latin America

Development of integration processes in the region. MERCOSUR and NAFTA.

The project of the American Free Trade Area (FTA). "Summits of the Americas". The problem of "new radical regimes" in inter-American relations. USA and Latin American countries. Formation of the policy of the Russian Federation in relation to the states of the region. The role of Brazil in the consolidation of the South American subsystem.

Russia in the modern world. The main directions of Russian

Foreign policy in the 1990s, 2000-2018.

The concept of Russia's foreign policy in 2000. The concept of national security of Russia in 2000: the ratio of internal and external factors. The military doctrine of Russia in 2000 and 2010: on the nature of threats to Russia's security and the role of nuclear weapons. Foreign policy doctrine

V.V. Putin. Concepts of Russia's Foreign policy 2008, 2013, 2016 Russia's National Security Strategy 2016

The concept of modernization of Russia and its foreign policy aspects
World politics

World politics as a scientific discipline

World politics as a scientific discipline. Domestic research on world politics. Levels of analysis and methods of research of problems of world politics The problem of the regularity of world politics. Forms of cooperation of subjects of world politics. World politics as a scientific discipline that studies the "condensed" interaction of "important" subjects of cross-border relations. World politics as a sphere of undifferentiated interaction of foreign and domestic political fields. Categories "international politics", "foreign policy".

Foreign policy of the State

Definition and main approaches to the analysis of the state's foreign policy. The use of a systematic approach in the interpretation of M.A. Khrustalev: the state as a social system, characteristics of the external and internal environment; the rational process of developing foreign policy (needs, interests, resources, goals, methods of action). National security policy. Doctrinal foundations of foreign policy. Formation of foreign policy and foreign policy mechanism. Instruments of foreign policy activity

Democracy and international relations

Approaches to the definition of democratization. "Democratic waves" and "democratic rollbacks". F. Fukuyama and "the end of history". The current state of democracy in the world. The problems of "mimicry", archaization in "new democracies", "unconsolidated democracies". The influence of the external environment on political processes and the problem of "color revolutions". The transnational nature of democratization. The role of power centers. Types of external influence for the purpose of democratizing regimes. The formation of the theory of the democratic world: from the fixation of facts to the formulation of reasons. Criticism of the theory of the democratic world

Conflicts in the modern world

Definition of the conflict: participants, subject, duration, causes. Patterns of conflict occurrence. The specifics of conflicts during the Cold War.

Features of modern conflicts.

Global problems of world politics

Problems of international security at the present stage: problems of war and peace

Problems of international security at the present stage: problems of war and peace.

Problems of international security at the present stage: challenges of the global economy

Non-traditional threats to international security: environmental pollution.

Non-traditional threats to international security: drug trafficking

Non-traditional threats to international security: terrorism
Centers of power in the modern world

Centers of power in the modern world: USA

The role of the United States in the modern system of international relations. Features of American leadership. The main directions of US foreign policy at the present stage. Dilemmas of the US post-bipolar strategy.

Centers of power in the modern world: EU

European integration: from the ECSC to the European Union. The structure, working bodies and mechanisms of functioning of the EU. United Europe as a center of power in the modern system of international relations: strength and weakness. Prospects for a unified European foreign and security and defense policy. "Is the EU a new superpower?".

Centers of Power in the modern world: Asia

China: History and Modernity. Achievements and problems of China's development at the present stage. Beijing's foreign policy: the main directions and instruments of influence. China as the pole of the future bipolar world. Dilemmasof China's post-bipolar strategy. Japan as a center of power in the modern world. Features of post-war socio-economic and political development of Japan. The causes of the country's economic problems. Japan's foreign policy at the present stage.

The South Asian region in modern international relations. The nuclear arms race in the region: causes, course, consequences for international stability.

Centers of Power in the modern world: Russia

The place of Russia in the modern system of international relations. Priority national interests of Russia Socio-economic and political transformations in the Russian Federation and the country's foreign policy.. Russia's strategy in the modern world. Russia's positions on global issues (foreign economic cooperation, the formation of a stable system of international relations in the XXI century, military and information technology security, the fight against international terrorism, drug mafia and organized crime).

Prospects for a new world order

Categories of order, social order, political order. The traditional approach to the concept of order in TMO as an international (interstate) order. Idealistic and realistic versions of the international order. Typologies of the international order: historical and "pole" approaches.

Modern interpretations of order in international studies. The school of realism: the international order as a state of unipolarity, "pluralistic unipolarity" (A.D. Bogaturov), "one-multipolarity" (S. Huntington), the dominance of the "group pole". The school of idealism: N. Zagladin and the global world order as "interaction of unified spaces", the concept of global society, etc.

The School of the World System: the Crisis of the World System and the Transition to a Socialist World-government (I. Wallerstein). "The British School": "international society" as a prototype of the world order as opposed to the "international community"/international order (H. Bull). Synthetic approaches to the definition of the modern order
ПРИМЕРНЫЙ ПЕРЕЧЕНЬ ВОПРОСОВ К ВСТУПИТЕЛЬНОМУ ИСПЫТАНИЮ

HISTORY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS; GLOBAL POLITICS
1.    Political and economic results of World War I. Establishment of the Versailles-Washington system of international relations.
2. The problem of NATO expansion and transformation at the end of the 20th century and at the beginning of the 21st century. 
3. Policy of national security: main point, substance, realization. 

4. The development and break-up of the Versailles-Washington system of foreign affairs.
5. China in international relations after the break-up of bipolar system of international relations. 
6. Unconventional threats to international security: illicit drug traffic.
7. Establishment of the Yalta-Potsdam system of international relations, its basic prominent features.  
8. The Middle-East conflict in the years of 1991-2001.
9. Unconventional threats to international security: terrorism.

10. The international and political crisis on the eve of World War II.

11. The Vietnam War: objectives, methods, results. The impact of the Vietnam War on evolution of international relations system. 

12. Unconventional threats to international security: environmental pollution.
13. The reasons and beginning of World War II. Establishment of the anti-Hitler coalition.
14. The relations between Russia and the USA in the 1990s: economic, political, military and ideological aspects.
15. Centers of forces in the modern world: the USA.

16. The beginning and development of the Cold War (strategies of the West and the USSR). The first crises of the Cold War.

17. The aims of American foreign policy in the 21st century: global and regional measuring.    
18.  The problems of international security in the modern world:  the problems of war and peace.

19. The unification process of Germany: international aspects.  The final settlement agreement regarding Germany, its contents.
20.  International relations in the Middle East: 2001-2020.

21. Democracy and international relations.
1. РЕКОМЕНДУЕМАЯ ЛИТЕРАТУРА
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Evaluation criteria
0-9 points are awarded to an applicant who does not know a significant part of the program material, makes significant mistakes. The applicant discovers a superficial knowledge of the program material (the main provisions and representatives of theoretical approaches), does not orient himself in the special literature, has a weak command of the conceptual apparatus. During the entrance tests, the applicant finds it difficult to answer the questions posed. The answer to theoretical questions indicates a lack of understanding of the questions posed.
10-22 points are awarded to an applicant who, when answering theoretical questions, made several significant mistakes in the interpretation of fundamental concepts and found insufficient and in-depth knowledge of the program material. The logic and completeness of the answer suffer from noticeable flaws. Weak argumentation and inability to present the material logically are demonstrated. The applicant admits gaps in the knowledge of the main scientific schools on the subject and methodological approaches. The scientific provisions are presented in general sufficiently, but with omissions of the material characterizing the development of the issue, the multidimensional nature of the phenomenon and its scientific discussion are poorly shown. The answer is not logically constructed enough and is mainly descriptive, not conceptual.

There is no understanding/weak understanding of the applicability of the theoretical approach to the analysis of topical issues, there are no examples of the material presented.

The propositions put forward are declared, but are argued with the help of leading questions. The applicant finds it difficult to establish inter- and intra-subject connections. 

23-34 points are awarded to an applicant who has given answers to all theoretical questions, demonstrated a reasoned presentation of the material, but the sequence, presentation of the material is presented in a chaotic and confusing order

In general, problematic issues are presented taking into account the existing set of scientific and practical approaches. The applicant is guided by the mandatory special literature, confirms the propositions put forward by examples, knows how to logically construct an answer, does not allow inaccuracies. The ability to apply a theoretical approach to the analysis of topical issues is demonstrated, examples from foreign regional studies are given.  При этом неполно освещены второстепенные детали, присутствует определенный схематизм, допущены несущественные отступления от стандартных определений отдельных понятий; однако в полной мере представлены этапы реализации теоретических положений в практике регионоведческого исследования.
35-50 points are awarded to the entrant who gave full, detailed answers to all theoretical questions of the ticket, demonstrated a logical and reasoned presentation of the material,

unmistakable knowledge of scientific terminology, in-depth knowledge of the main provisions and representatives of theoretical approaches, a high level of proficiency in methods of working with sources, knowledge of the history of the problems involved, knowledge of specialized literature on all the issues under consideration, including the latest, the ability to apply theoretical data in practical work. The applicant answered all additional questions without difficulty.

Shows an analytical approach in highlighting various concepts, positions, substantiates his point of view, establishes meaningful intersubject and intrasubject connections. He is able to formulate his thoughts in a logical, literary and professionally competent, detailed and reasoned manner in accordance with the plan. The answer is characterized by independence of judgments.
Applicants who have received from 0 to 10 points at the entrance tests are eliminated from the enrollment competition.
